
 

  
 
 
 
Dear visitors,  
 
It is my great pleasure to greet the web page created by the Office of the Presidential 
Commissioner. This institution is particularly important for the religious groups, as it 
provides us with a comprehensive support and at the same time, it is the responsible body 
for matters related to the Armenian-Cypriot community. 
 
Since the start of his term, the Presidential Commissioner has been our supporter and 
collaborator whenever we needed him and I hope that our partnership will also continue 
productively in the future. I firmly believe that together we can accomplish a lot more 
than separately, for the benefit of our common homeland. 
 
Today's relatively small Armenian-Cypriot community consists essentially of descendants 
of Genocide survivors and it is part of the wider Armenian Diaspora. However, the 
Armenian presence in Cyprus dates back to 578 AD, during the Byzantine Era, when villages 
such as Armenokhori and Arminou were created, while Armenian was one of the official 
languages in Cyprus during the Latin period. Although most of their traces are now long 
gone, the renowned Sourp Magar Monastery in Pentadaktylos, the Gothic cathedral of 
Notre Dame de Tyre or Tortosa in Nicosia, as well as the beautiful church of the Virgin 
Mary of Ganchvor in Famagusta, bear witness to the existence of Armenians in Cyprus 
during the Frankish, the Venetian and the Ottoman Eras. 
 
The Armenians who live in Cyprus today are about 4.000 people, most of whom live in 
Nicosia; many Armenians live in Larnaca and Limassol, while smaller numbers live in 
Paphos and some villages. They are a well-organised community with a Prelature in 
Nicosia, its own churches, educational institutions, organised groups, monuments and 
cemeteries, as well as mass media. Additionally, we are particularly proud of the fact that 
we have managed to preserve the Armenian language, which we speak every day. 
 
For more information regarding the history and presence of the Armenians in Cyprus, you 
may read the relevant booklet published by the Press and Information Office and posted 
on: 
https://publications.gov.cy/publications/2018/08/10/οι-αρμένιοι-της-κύπρου/?lang=2 
 
Additionally, you may follow the activities of the Representative from his personal 
Facebook page:   
https://www.facebook.com/Vartkes-Mahdessian-Armenian-MP-in-the-Cyprus-
Parliament-135603569846256/ 
 
Finally, I would like to express my gratitude once again to the Presidential Commissioner 
for his constant assistance, as well as to the governments of the Republic of Cyprus since 
1960 and to all my fellow Cypriots, for actively supporting the well-being of the Armenian 
community, thus safeguarding the preservation of our rich culture, heritage, language and 
religious identity. 
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